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v inwhich they Hve as the zenith of human
pogress. In our Hude world of radio, the
decade has been 2 kaleidosonpe of evoiution
 to-day we stand at the brink of 2 titanic
ignment of the communication and enter
ipment workds, with the versatile vacuum
tube as its cornerstone, We cannot escape the
conclusion that this decade will prove the most
‘ syg}é‘;‘iﬁt&t in the history of the stage, the screen,
the phonograph, and the broadeasting industry,
Radio has grown from 2 humble sideline of
the electrical industry and a pursuit of the former
amatenr experimenter, who refused to abandon
e hobhy, to the position of key industry of the
entertainment world. The application of vacmum
wibe amplification to practically every phase of
ural and visual entertainment promises to make
broadcast reception only one phase of the many-
sided business which will constitute the radio
industry of the future. 3

 Five years ago, the prostrate phonograph
industry was revitalized by adopting the meth-

zudio system of the radio receiver for reproduce
tion, More recently, the motion-picturs industry,
by an almoest identical process, has incorporated

sound entertainment 25 an integral part of
 screen reproduction and is, in consequence, en-
Jjoving an amazing revival, =

Slowly but surely, drama, concert, vaudeville,
_molien picturss, phonograph, and broadcasting

are being drawn into the vortex to form 2 huge,
unified  entertainment business, destined to
reach staggering proportions in volome of busie
. mess and to achieve undreamed of heights in the
character of entertainment and education which
it brings to the home. By this :
provess, alse, the  economic
problems of broadcasting will
be solved definiiely and the
spasmodic character of pro-
duction in the industry signifi-
cantly readjusted.

SOME FREVIOUS SREDICTIONS
i’ﬁ% THE lanuary “March of

Hadio,” we ventured some
predictions as to an ulimate
home-entertainment muchine,
“omprising broadcast receiver,
phonograph reproducer, radio
PRture recorder, film projector
and, some day, television re-
. Producer. Nebulous as  this
. Somception then appearsd, it
- *=tmed 1o us inevitable because
of the natural technical and
- ¥stic alfiance of these once
Scparated fields. In June, we
%R ahle 1o chronicle the firet
. PrRctical step in this direction,
JTumored merger of the

# Corporation of America

A4 the Victor Talking Ma-
“hse Company. To-day, afl
ﬁwfﬁ?mﬁam phonograph com-
TS are in the radio business,
Seurrently, came the talke

s

§ the privilege of 2l men to consider the

ods of the broadcast studio in recording and the -

ing-movie boom, utilizing many of the inven-
tions developed for radio$More recent develop-
ments are providing the structure for the actual
manufacture of such 2 device,

The principal motion-picture producers are
Hcensed already by the Bell Svstem to use one

" or both of their two methods of sound syuchron-

ized film systems. Vitephone uses phonograph
records mechanically svnchronized with the
film; Movietone records sound impressions
directly on the edge of the film by means of a
light shutter system. These ght Impressions are
converted into sound at the motion-picture

- theatre by passing Hght through the sound track,
upbn & photo-electric cell,

The R C. A more recestly entered the field
by exploiting 2 svstem developed by the General
Electric Company, using the oscillograph pring
ple to make the sound record on the film, H ving
catered the field later, there are, a5 yet, only a
few Photophone licensess, a3 the B, € A, systom
is termed, but with the prospective aliiance with
the Keith-Albee-Orpheum circuits and the Film
Booking Offices of Aweriza, 2 huge number of
theatre installations by Photophone are in pros-
pect. Several other systems are soon %o appear.
Acute shortage of equipment exists 2hd there is
a feverish rush to'speed theatre instaliztions for
the reproduction of sound pictures,

<At the present time, the B, C. A, and the Bell

System are in competition in the sound-picture
field. If the precedent of broadeasting is followed,
@ combination of these rival fnterests will be
effected ultimarely. Five years ago, the Bell
System laid the foundations for the National
Broadeasting Company by opesating the fiest
chain of stations with wear 15 the key, while the
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i sociztes maintained

¢ as the competing key station to 2 chain
connected  through  telegraph Hoes.  [ntense
competition proved une mic, with the result
that the Nationa! Broadcasting Company was
formed as 2 merger of the two systems,

UNIFICATION INCREASES BEFRICIENCY
<ROM the standpoint of efficient and sco-
nomic operation, unification of broadeast
studic management, concert bureas direction,
recording of musical accompaniment for sound
pictures, phonograph recording and vaudeville
management is & natural aliiance. The operation
of broadcast input amplifiers, of elecirically
operated devices for phonograph recording and
of sound-film recording devices, a5 well as of
reproducing eguipment in theatrss and public
address systems, Is technieally similar, Nothing
coutd be ‘more natural and Jogical than the
merger of these activities.

There are, however, some practical obstacles
o the jolning of so many forces. Political senti-
ment is against the concentration in 2 single hand
of so many potent means of influencing public
opinjon as are presented by broadeasting and
motion pictures. The leaders in the radic feld
have, at no time, been in greater need of unified
public support and of intelligent management of
their public relations. The very fact that all the
prospective mergers are anpounced as being
enly in the negotiation stage is recognition of the
need for public approval in advance of acrual
consummation,

The principle of unification and concentration
in industry is founded upon efficiency in public
service. So long as the policies of huge corpo
rations are directed with ime
partiality, we not only tolernte,
but encourage the unification
of such Important agencies of
general welfare as the telephone
service. Likewise, we may jook
forward o centralizavion of
broadeasting, motion pictures,
phonograph recording and witi-
mately television, provided that
service fo every element of the
public, every taste, every strata
of society, and every shade of
relfigious and political belief is
considered  in proportion o
ir needs. The actusl come
pietion of such mergings may
have to awail additional legal
safeguards  but, more Hkely
than not, the immense detail
{ ton 5 the anly fme
sidiate probiem to be met.

The merger of radio, phono-
graph, and theatre interests by
a feading group of the industry

will, undoubtedly, result in
similar alliances on the part of

the other radio manufacturers,
There can be no  pragtical
monopoly of any artistic efon
and, undoubtedly, In the pro-

ined fields, we




