Events held to mark the inauguration of electric lighting in Loja. 1899.

Public rejoicing

We have deemed it highly culpable the omission of presenting to the republic’s entire
audience the act of joy witnessed in Loja on April 1st of this year, on the occasion of the
inauguration of the electric lighting that took place that day. For this reason, and despite
our insufficiency, we have contributed by publishing all the events we witnessed that
night, which for us is an imperishable memory, thus fulfilling a task that should have been
undertaken by more authorized and competent individuals.

May the good intention that guides us result in the public receiving our work indulgently,
and may this be a grain of sand that contributes to the monument of the glorious
homeland we wish to see crowned for Loja, our native country. For Loja, the land of
difficulties and setbacks, the unfortunate people who have only harvested
disappointments from both friends and strangers, the corner of the world, as someone
has dared to qualify it; for Loja, we say, the inauguration of electric light represents the first
step on the path of progress and civilization; and even though some utopians and ill-
intentioned individuals do not see or do not want to see the significance of such an event,
itis the duty of the good sons of Loja, those who truly love the glories of their homeland, to
contribute what they can to make their country known before the other provinces of the
Republic, and to place it in the position it deserves among civilized and cultured peoples.

The implementation of electric lighting in Loja was, when the company was still being
projected, a subject of mockery from our brothers, the inhabitants of Pichincha and
Guayas: they considered it madness, an illusion that Loja would be the first to be
illuminated by electric spark. We have proven that perseverance and hard work overcome
all obstacles and concerns, and that for this reason, Loja belongs henceforth to those
towns for which nothing is impossible. But the truth must be told: in our opinion, all the
glory, all the merit of the implementation of electric lighting in this city is due to the “Luz
Eléctrica” society, formed by the persistent character of a single man, the distinguished
Frenchman Mr. Alberto Rho. If, therefore, Loja now enjoys the preeminences and privileges
of electric lighting, it is thanks to the Luz Eléctrica society, and this exists because of Mr.
Rho: this man is the true credit to all that is said or done regarding electric light. Such is at
least our way of thinking, and for this reason, here goes our sincere vote of applause and
praise towards the selfless Frenchman who, without stopping at all kinds of obstacles, has
successfully crowned this great enterprise. Long live merit and perseverance!

Loja, April 23, 1899.
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DELOSACTOS CON QUE SE SOLEMNIZARA
LA INAUGURACION DEL ALUMBRADO ELECTRICO

EM ESTA CIUDAD.

«La Sociedad Luz Eléctrica » con el objeto de dejar
constancia del significativo hecho de Ila inauguracion del
Alumbrado Eléctrico en esta ciudad, se constituira en el lo-
cal de la casa Municipal el dia primero de Abril, a
las siete y inedia de la noche; acto que se verificarad en el
orden siguiente:

I Himno Nacional Ecuatoriano cantado en coro por el
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