
IN 1899 LOJA SAID: “LET THERE BE LIGHT!”... AND THERE 
WAS LIGHT! 

"As authentic natives of this Andean region, we will never grow 
tired of highlighting —from this column— all the facts and 
works that Loja has carried out with a view to the progress and 
well-being of its children and the Homeland in general. In 
1972, we had the honor of being the only ones who 
emphasized, with all citizen fervor, the necessity and civic 
duty of celebrating three incommensurable historical facts: 
The Sesquicentennial of the Battle of Pichincha (May 24, 
1822); the historical Visit of the Liberator to Loja (October 10, 
1822); and the production of 'My Delirium on Chimborazo', by 
the same Genius, in this city (October 13, 1822-1972). 

Despite the fact that none of these events was less significant 
than the one we emphasized most: 'without the valuable 
contingent of LOJA, with its men, supplies, and money, 
perhaps the victory of Pichincha would not have been 
possible (as Sucre stated to General Bolívar)'. In this 'Sesqui' 
the Homeland dressed in lights; Quito was flooded with 
pomp; but no one should forget that Loja was at the SUMMIT 
OF LIBERTY, with deeds and not just words. 

Similarly, always from this journalistic plot, we have not 
missed a timely opportunity to remember that, in December 
1924, Loja contemplated and received with delirious 
enthusiasm Cosme Rennella, Founder of the National 
Aviation, when he landed in the pampas of Jipiro with his 
'Telegrafo I'. 

In the same way, without letting any of the notable events 
carried out slip away from us, more than once we have 
spoken of how Loja has been, is, and will be the FIRST to 



inaugurate ELECTRIC LIGHT in Ecuador. An honor that no one 
can take away from it, and no one can underestimate. 

Therefore, with only a few days left for the Celebration of the 
DIAMOND JUBILEE of this transcendental event, through this 
column, we come to make ourselves present, with the aim of 
SALUTING AND CONGRATULATING with all vehemence, in the 
person of Sr. Ing. Wilson Vivanco, dynamic Manager of the 
Company, each and every one of the conscientious, 
indefatigable, and heroic servants of the EMPRESA 
ELECTRICA REGIONAL DEL SUR, who are preparing to 
celebrate such a great technical-scientific achievement of the 
beginning, practically, of the century; a work that was shaped 
by a group of visionary Loja residents who, with admirable 
futuristic intelligence, knew how to bring to their land the 
ELECTRIC BULB invented by the wise Thomas Alva Edison, 
who passed away only in 1931. 

Let this commemorative date be a timely opportunity —we 
said— to suggest that in this grand celebratory event, the 
gratitude of the Loja people be presented in the person of 
the RHOR SOTOMAYOR family, who are still alive —according 
to press reports— and who are children of the French 
Engineer ALBERTO RHOR, who was the one who installed the 
first Light Plant in this city and therefore in Ecuador, on April 
10, 1899. 

Health, noble servants of the 'Empresa Eléctrica Regional del 
Sur'! Health, continuers of the pioneers of this advancement 
that revolutionized the 20th century! Health, in your 
DIAMOND JUBILEE!!! and may in your virile chests in the 
handling of the electric fluid, shine forever the Gold Brooch, in 
whose center the diamond gem of the light of progress and 
modern electronic science is not extinguished. 



We hope that, as deans of Ecuadorian Electric Energy, 
someday, when energy resources are exhausted, you will be 
the first of the atomic fluid, which is no longer a dream but the 
most surprising reality. 

May your DIAMOND JUBILEE mark new routes of professional 
superiority and trace new purposes and goals for the benefit 
of industry and local and national progress. 

Honor to this Sultana City —a seedbed of progressive men— 
which was the first in Ecuador to exclaim: Let there be Light!... 
And there was light!... 

In this way, literally, we expressed ourselves not long ago; and 
to make it known to the confines of the Homeland and beyond 
its borders that it was in this procreative city, where the LIGHT 
of Thomas Edison was seen to be lit, when the century of the 
Emancipatory Flare was dying, and the dawn of the 20th 
century was breaking. 

THE ENTHUSIASTIC VISIONARIES 

Incomplete would be this citation of remembrance if we do 
not record, at this very instant, the list of those dynamic, 
talented, disinterested, and progressive people who with their 
money, their constancy, and profound faith helped to make 
the ELECTRIC LIGHT project a reality. 

Chronicles of the era give us to know the following promoters," 



 



 


