EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

December, 1968:

Cover: Photo shows the North Beach area of S.F., looking toward
Oakland; the Fall Joint Computer Conference is to be held at the
Civic Center. This is destined to be one of the most important IEEE
gatherings in our lifetime, as Doug Engelbart will be giving his
“Mother of All Demos” on December. 9™". More on page 4.

Page 4: The outline of the FICC program shows Session 14 on “A
Research Center for Augmenting Human Intellect” will have only a
sole speaker: Doug Engelbart of the Augmentation Research Center
at the Stanford Research Institute (SRI). During his oNLine System
(NLS) demonstration, we learn about networking (back to Menlo
Park) and the fundamental elements of modern personal
computing, including windows, hypertext, graphics, video
conferencing, the computer mouse, word processing, and a
collaborative real-time editor. When Steve Jobs saw a
demonstration of the Xerox PARC Alto computer, developed by ex-
SRI people, he adopted the paradigm for his Lisa (and Macintosh). -
The full presentation was captured in video, and you can watch it: 968 Fall Joint Computer (onferente W
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yJDv-zdhzMY (1:40:52) 5, S scion = ot iU TGN AP TR B

| met Doug at a talk at the Computer History Museum.

Pages 4-5: Bill Davidow of HP (later at Intel, with PhD from Stanford) is the chair of the FICC. He becomes a venture
capitalist in 1985; my partner and | met with him to request an investment for a small venture we were starting
up (but we didn’t get the funding).

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay_Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. April, 2025 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org











































































