EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

October, 1961:

Cover: A high-speed camera system (left) takes microsecond photos of a ruby-
laser beam (upper right).

p. 8: J. Presper Eckert, who designed the first general-purpose electronic digital
computer (ENIAC) with John Mauchly, speaks at the Electronic Computers
monthly Group meeting.

p. 12: The GRID’s finances dip into the red for the first time. This became an
issue again in the late ‘90’s; as a result, the GRID switched to an electronic
version delivered over the Internet to save on printing/mailing costs. Then
in 2004, when WESCON was cancelled and editor Doug Davolt retired for a
second time, | stepped in to become the IEEE SF Bay Area Council’s
Communications Director and GRID editor. | created the e-GRID that went
to members’ mailboxes every two weeks, and a new website with RSS
feed, and the GRID Magazine as a monthly PDF, with extensive coverage of
chapter meetings and paid advertisements. | expanded circulation from
18,000 up to 32,000 (in 2014) even as IEEE membership declined. The
e-GRID Mobile Apps (for iOS and Android) made finding and selecting
meetings much easier — see figure. Revenue was typically $60,000 each
year, with half of it being split between the three Sections.

p. 14: The IRE Group on Broadcasting hears about the proposed standards for
FM stereo; Jim Gabbert, a Stanford engineer who did the first Bay Area
testing of stereo transmission using his station KPEN, is now Secretary-
Treasurer for the chapter.

p. 16: WEMA reports that one-fourth of total US electronic sales and
employment is contained in the 11 western US states. We now have
215,000 employed, a growth year-over-year of 25,000. 128,000 are in the
L.A. area, while 45,500 are in the SF Bay Area.

p. 18: Memorex is formed in Santa Clara by expats from IBM’s disk drive facility
in San Jose, with its first product shipping in 1968. In 1967, Information
Storage Systems (ISS) is started by the “dirty dozen” from IBM, to make a
new plug-compatible 2311-type disk drive with a non-hydraulic head
positioner, replacing it with a voice-coil motor. It also replaced detent-
based positioning with servo track-following positioning. When | joined
ISS in 1970, it was just starting to ship product, and it was fabulously
profitable; Jimmy Woo, the vice-president, said that everyone who flew
more than 2 hours got to go first class! Two of us went back (first class) to
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Bell Labs in New Jersey, to negotiate a license to the new Bubble Memory technology developed by Andy Bobeck; it was
being positioned to replace disk drives, and ISS needed a plan. | worked on rare-earth liquid-phase epitaxial film growth on
gadolinium-gallium-garnet wafers and bubble device evaluation. Some years later, our offices, on Tantau Avenue in
Cupertino, later were refurbished to become home to Tandem Computers, with my office in about the same location. Some
engineers would have preferred to call the Santa Clara Valley “Storage Valley” rather than Silicon Valley, but it never stuck.

p.20:

William (Bill) Perry, a Stanford grad, becomes director of Sylvania’s electronic defense labs in Mountain View; in 1964 he

founds ESL (Electromagnetic Systems Laboratory) to digitize electronic surveillance, for signals intelligence (Sigint)
gathering from the Soviet Union. President Reagan appoints him to a Commission on Strategic Forces, and he later

becomes President Clinton’s Secretary of Defense.

p. 22: The Santa Clara Subsection of the AIEE (which becomes the IEEE SCV Section) features Prof. Ed Ginzton of Stanford, who
talks about the $114 million 2-mile linear accelerator being designed for behind the campus. | used to ride my bicycle out
along Sand Hill Road, study there on nice spring days, and to watch the SLAC construction. He was known for his early
contributions to the klystron, and was a co-founder of Varian Associates in 1948 and headed it for many years.

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling.

January, 2021

Contact p.wesling@ieee.org



































































































