











Provenance Note:

This document was provided by Ms. Ruth Short, formerly Ruth Hall, a programmer for
Lockheed and Technicon, who worked on Lockheed’s Medical Information System
(MIS) from 1967 until about 1979. Ms. Short is in the background of the cover.

Ms. Short identifies the terminal on the cover as a prototype Lockheed Video Matrix
terminal (VMT) designed and built by Ralph Boyce and Paul Williams for Lockheed,
in Williams' garage. She recalls the computer Lockheed used for the MIS prototype
at the Mayo Clinic as a “mini-mainframe.”

This cover image was taken in a separate room with one VMT for programming with
several VMTs in an adjacent room used for hospital staff interaction. The equipment
behind Ms. Short was part of the MIS prototype.

Other documents characterize the computer used at the Mayo Clinic as havingl6
Kbytes of 12-bit, 1.75 pusec core memory and included taﬂe, drum and paper-tape
drives as peripherals. A search of computers with such characteristics available in
the middle 1960s identified the SDS-92 as the likely computer and as shown in the
image below, a comparison of the SDS-92's control panel with the partially obscured
object to the left of the doctor appears to confirm this.
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