EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

August, 1970:

Cover: The graphic image points to WESCON, being held this year in Los
Angeles at the Sports Arena and Hollywood Park. More details
throughout this issue.

Page 26: Don Hoefler again chairs a session, moderating a panel of
speakers including Les Hogan, president of Fairchild. It’s at the end
of 1970 that Don, after surveying the growth of the semiconductor
industry in the Santa Clara Valley, writes his famous column in
Electronic News entitled “Silicon Valley USA” (below). We'll now
have a name for our dynamic area.
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iThis 1s the first of a three-part series on the history of the semiconduc-
tor industry in the Bav Area, a behind-the-scenes report of the men. money,
and litigation which spawned 23 companies — from the fledgling rebels of
Shockley Transistor to the present dav. |

By DON C. HOEFLER

It was not a vintage vear for semiconductor start-ups.
Yet the 1970 year-end box score on the San Francisco Penin-
sula and Santa Clara Valley of California found four more
new entries in the IC sweeps, one more than in 1969.

The pace has been so frantic that even hardened veter-
ans of the semiconductor wars find it hard to realize that the
Bay Area story covers an era of only 15 vears. And only 23
vears have passed since the invention of the transistor,
which made it all possible.

For the story really begins on the day before Christmas
Eve. Dec. 23, 1947. That was the day. at Bell Telephone
Laboratories in Murray Hill. N.J.. three distinguished scien-
tists. Dr. John Bardeen. Dr. Walter Brattain and Dr. William
Shockley. demonstrated the first successful transistor. It was
made of germanium. a point-contact device that looked
something like a crystal detector, complete with cat’s whis-
kers

The three inventors won the Nobel Prize for their ef-
forts. but only one of them. Dr. Shcekley, was determined to

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay_Area_Council_History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. April, 2025 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org






















































































































