EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

October, 1968:

Cover: The San Andreas Fault, cutting across the Carrizo Plain in central
California (article on page 12). Stream channels can be seen
jogging as they cross the fault. After a rainy winter, the Carrizo
Plain is abloom with wildflowers, as I've witnessed.

Page 2: Gene Amdabhl, of IBM Advanced Computer Systems in Menlo
Park, speaks on “Balance in Large Computer System Design” for the
Computer chapter (story on page 5). He managed the architecture
design for the IBM 360 series. He formulated “Amdahl’s Law”
which focuses on identifying bottlenecks in architectures, and he
goes on to found Amdahl Corporation (where | worked for 7 years)
to produce IBM-compatible mainframes using air-cooled VLSI
(primarily ECL logic). | knew Gene, who was a member of my
church in Saratoga.

Page 3: Martin Hellman gives a talk on “Learning with Finite Memory”.
He gets his PhD in 1969 from Stanford, and is subsequently known
for his invention of public-key cryptography in 1976, in cooperation ., .
with Whitfield Diffie.

Page 14: Prof. William Rambo, a Fellow of the IEEE (and author of one of
my favorite textbooks, on tubes). After graduating from Stanford, he worked on VHF and microwave
frequencies for radar at the Radio Research Lab at Harvard during WW Il under Fred Terman, then came back to
Stanford in 1951 during the klystron era.

Page 16: Planning begins on the Stanford Instructional Television Network (SITN). This program allowed working
engineers to take graduate EE classes and earn degrees. | used it in later years to broadcast my IEEE evening
short courses (see article in the December 1980 issue). Founding partners were Bechtel, HP, SRI, Watkins
Johnson, Lockheed, NASA Ames and others.

Page 19: Fred Terman argues that “have-not” engineering schools can still compete for government research
contracts, even though it’s difficult. He points out that the “have-not” Stanford of 1946 sparked its upward
mobility by competing for these Federal dollars for its faculty members.

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco_Bay_Area_Council_History
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