EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

September, 1959:

Cover: Shown is Explorer VI, launched in August into an elliptical earth orbit,
with some of the telemetry data it was sending back. A number of on-
board experiments are described starting on page 10. In the lower-left
is Bernard Oliver, head of HP Research, who is serving as this year’s
WESCON ExCom chair.

Page 6: Local IRE San Francisco Section membership is now more than
3,300, with 14 chapters (called “Groups”) and 100 chapter meetings
each year.

Page 14: Prof. Allen Peterson, a founder of the GRID in 1955, received the
1959 Achievement Award from WESCON; he was my advisor during
my undergrad years at Stanford. The Future Engineers Show at
WESCON had some illustrious judges: Stanford’s Joseph Pettit (later
president of GaTech; photo on page 50), Dean Watkins (of Watkins-
Johnson), William Eitel (of Eitel-McCullough, and a subject of my
Stanford lecture on “Silicon Valley”), and Alexander M. Poniatoff (the
“AMP” in Ampex).

Page 16: GRID operations over the past year generated a $600 surplus, and
the GRID/BULLETIN contributed another $300. This is consistent with
my own years (2004-2014), where my GRID surpluses averaged about
$25,000 each year, flowing back to our three Bay Area Sections.

Page 18: The Engineering Management group has Ray Johnson of IBM’s San
Jose laboratory as one speaker. | profile Ray’s contribution in bringing IBM’s disk drive d|V|5|on to San Jose in my intro to
the June 15, 1962 GRID.

Page 24: The Electronic Computers group has as its speaker Dr. William Shockley, inventor of the transistor while at Bell Labs and
founder of Shockley Transistor Corp in Mountain View. He and two co-inventors received the Nobel Prize in physics in
1956. Shockley spoke on the four-layer diode (the device that displaced work on the silicon transistor and precipitated the
“traitorous eight” to leave and form Fairchild).

Page 28: Chair of the Electronic Computers group is a young Doug Engelbart, from Stanford Research Institute; his photo and bio
are on page 44. He will go on, in 1968, to give “The Mother of All Demos” at the Fall Joint Computer Conference in San
Francisco, introducing the graphical user interface, the mouse, video conferencing and other novel technologies. These led
to the Alto computer at Xerox-PARC, and then to the Apple Macintosh.

Page 30: Charles (Bud) Eldon of Hewlett Packard is vice-chair of the Production Techniques group that he founded in 1955, at the
insistence of IRE president (at the time) Bill Hewlett. Bud goes on to become IEEE president in 1985.

Page 40: Russell Varian, co-inventor (with his brother) of the klystron and founder of Varian Associates, has died of a heart attack
while vacationing in Alaska. | profile some of his klystron work in my “Silicon Valley” talk.
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