EDITOR’S PROFILE of this issue

from a historical perspective ...
with Paul Wesling, SF Bay Area Council GRID editor (2004-2014)

December, 1961:

Cover: Celebrating IRE award-winners. Of the six awards that IRE gives, four of | -
the five USA recipients are in the Bay Area. Also profiled are seven new 1 A
IRE Fellows. S

p. 7: The editorial points out that the SF Section of the IRE started with 50
members in 1916. It started growing rapidly from 1955 onwards. The IRE 5 A
itself will be 50 years old in 1962, with 100,000 members. And we get the 1 F S P

)

DECEMBER 1961

first rumblings of a possible merger between the IRE and the AIEE — what
then becomes the IEEE. On page 14 is a photo of the heads of IRE and | ‘

AIEE talking about first steps toward consolidation of the two societies. %" San Frawcisco NF T
p. 9: A summary of J. Presper Eckert’s talk on the past, present and future of M SR e

computers. He introduced various metrics for evaluating cost and @A :

performance. BIRDSALL | - o a
p. 10: David Steinberg, purchasing manager of Lenkurt Electric, in Belmont, was SN TN MISI G, 1

on a panel discussing cost-reduction methods. He felt that the B .

responsibility belonged to the development engineers. My first job (in ~ @

1968) was at Lenkurt, and | would sometimes visit David’s office for =1 SALVON

advice and counsel. | was one of the component test/specification (] 3 JOH:QN

engineers. We made microwave relay systems for multiplexed telephone )

lines; the Southern Pacific railroad built a network down California’s Ak

Central Valley, following their tracks, so they could avoid the high phone

tariffs charged by AT&T for their WATS lines. This later become the Sprint network (“SP” stands for “Southern Pacific”).
p. 16: Prof. Arthur Schawlow, who recently joined Stanford, gave a talk about solid-state masers (ie, lasers), and also the new

ruby-based laser and how it works, giving coherent optical radiation.

Archive of available SF Bay Area GRID Magazines is at this location:
https://ethw.org/IEEE_San_Francisco Bay Area Council History

At time of scanning, the bound volumes are held by Paul Wesling. January, 2021 Contact p.wesling@ieee.org



























































































































