RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE BOARD OF DIRFCTORS
MARCH 13, 1914

WHEREAS, Silvasnue I'. Thompson has rendered
service of fer-reasching velue to the eleectrical science
and srte by numerous contributions to their literature
end bibliography, and slso admirahble sgervice in secur-
ing penersl recognition of the previouely little known
work in the field of Fleectricity of men of other times,
notably Petrus Peregrinue, Gilbert and Reis; and

WHEREAS, the congtitution of the American
Institute of Electrical FEngineers provides that by the
unenimous vote of sll the members of the Board of
Directors, Honorary liembers may be chosen from smong
thogse who have rendered acknowledged eminent services
to electrical engineering or its ellied eciences; it is

RESOLVED, that HBilvanus P. Thompson, of TLonden,
England, be elected, in recognition of the achievements
above relested, to honorary memberghip in the American
Institute of Flectrical Engineers.

6-17-16,
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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL ENGINEERS
33 WEST THIRTY-NINTH STREET

NEW YORK
TELEPHOMNE , 46800 BRYANT
CABLE,.CYANDRIC

) i BOAR! _
RICAN INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL ENGINER
AT THE ANNUAL CONVENTION OF THE INGSTL
CLEV ) 28%

wes () ase

WHEREAS, the sudden death on June 13, 1916,
of our Honorary lMember, Silvanus Phillips Thompson,
removes from the scientific world and the electrical
profession one of their most distinguished ornaments;
and

WHEREAS, Dr, Thompson, in addition to his many
notable achievements as a scholar, educator, scientist
and inventor, did brilliant service in giving to the
world the first systematic text-books on modern elecs
trical science, and some of its important technical
applications; be it

RESOLVED, that the members of the Board of
Directors of the American Institute of "lectrical
Ingineers hereby record their deep sorrow at the loss
to the world of an untiring worker in its higher
interests, of an acocomplished scholar and an inspir-
ing personality; and be it

FURTHER RESCLVED, that a copy of these resclutions

be forwarded to the members of his family, to whom
profound sympathy is extended in their bereavement.

July 24th, 1916,

Secretary.
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@ | SILVANUS PHILLIPS THOMPSON. s

(Prepaf;d by ¥r. W, D. Weaver,)

Dr. $. P. Thompson, lionorary Member of the Institute, died at
his home in London, on Tuesdsy, June 13, 1916, following & stroke of
apoplexy on the preceding Sunday morning, from which he did not
recover consclousnees prior to desth. Dr. Thompson had been grestly
overworked since the beginning of the wer, cnd recently expressed &
fear that the etrein wes becoming too grest to endure., His staff
at the Finsbury Technical College had been much depleted, his two
chief emssistante snd secretary, smong others, having joined the
colors, and he was aleo engaged on s thorough reviesion of "The
Electro~ilagnet”.

S4lvenus ‘hillips Thompson wes bornm at York, on June 19, 1851,
of Cuaker psrents, to¢ which sest he adhered throughout 1ife., Hise
early education wes received at Bootham “chool, York, & #usker in-
stitution, and at Flounders' Institute, Pontrefasct. In 1869 at the
nge of 18 he received the depree of B.A., from London University;
in 18756 the some institution bestowed the degree of B,S¢., with firet
honore, and three yesrs later the degree of Dr.Sc.,, the subject of
examinstion being experimental sclence, e also attended lectures
st the Hoysl Soheool of linem, nnd wee for & time at the University
of Heidelberg, After & short time ae sdence master et the Bootham
School, he wes called to University College, Bristol, as lecturer
in experimentsl sdence and promoted to the chair of that subject
in 1899, In 1885 he became Principsl of the City and CGuilds London
Technicnl College at Finsbury, occupying sleoc the cheir of physies.
Dr. Thoggacn wag the holder of three honor degrees, that of
M.D. {Xonigsbarg) conferred in 1894; L.L.D. (Birmingham) conferred
in 1909, and Dr.Sc. (Bristol) conferred in 1912,

Throughout his esreer, Dr. Thompeon wae sn sctive member of a
lerge number -f sdemtific snd similar bodies, and hsd been president
of the Ingtitution of Flectrical Engineere, Institution of Junior
Engineere, the "hysical fociety of London, of the Optiesl snd Roen}-
gen sooieiits, and wes one of the foundere and past-presidents of
the Eritish Illuminating Engineering fociety. Tle wae a Fellow of
the Royel Soeciety, & Msnager of the Koysl Institution, a Senator of
London University, in whieh he slso held s chair, member of the
Acsdemies of Science of Stockholm and Bologne and of the Americen
Philosophicsl Soclety. 4As a British offielsl representative Dr.
Thompeon was present snd took s prominent part at almost oll
internstional electrical meetings, beginning with that held in

"hiladelphis in 1884,

Though best kmown for hies work in the elecetricsl field, Dr.
Thompson wae also an Buthority in optice in which branch he was the
discoverer of "strobic circles" end hie "Optical Tebles" have long
been s stenderd work of reference, Among his contributions to
fundamentel phyeical theory wes sn ecpplication of Maxwell's electro-
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mognetic theory of light to the explenation oé the behavior of
tourmeline crystales in their action on light, ich
farnished a finel proof thet the displecements in a wave/ of 1light
are perpendiculsr to the so-celled plane of « He also
discovered that the heavy metals, such as urenium and osmium, have
a superior cepacity for the emission of Roentgen rays, His paper
on "Ocean Telephony”, presented st the Chicego (1893) Internstional
Flectricsl Congrese, brousht prominently before the world the
possibility of grestly extending the range of telephonic communi-
estion by mesne of eompenseting inductances.

ig & writer of books, Dr. Thompson had to his credit s long
1ist of worke, some of which were epoch-msking, both in enbstance
and in method of exposition. The first syetematic textbook on
modern sloctricity wes his "Ylementary Lessons in Electricity and
Hegnetism”, which is yet in later editions in lerge use throughout
the world, having been translsted into many langusges, His Cantor
lectures of 1883 formed the firet systematic treatment of the
teohnics of modern mpplicetions,of electricity, snd the following
year eppesared his monumontal.wo*k "Dyname~iflectrie Machinery”.
Only thoss who st the time were ongaged in the study of electro-
technios csn fully srpreciste the valme of this book to the etudents
of the dey snd its phenomensl influenee in advancing that brench of
¥nowledge, on which informetion previously wae hopelessly scattered
in feagmentary form in scientific end other periodical pudblications
in meny lengusges. At the time of his death Dr. Thompzon wae re-
writing "The Zlectro-Magnet”. 4s 1llusiretions of the author's
thoroughness 1t mey in thie connection be mentioned that he had in
course sn investigation of the work of Cherles Grefton Tage, of
Washington, on the induction coil, and intended to examine two un-
publiched Latin menuscrdpts on the magnet, ome of the seventeenth
century, by Sir Mathew Hale, smd the other of the eighteenth eentury
by Swedenborg. As Professor of Applied Science at the Univereity
of London he delivered in 1918 o geries of lectures on "Historic
Magnetism", which doubtlese would heve been drawn on largely in
the revigion of this book.

Other books from his pen are "Polyphese Electrie Currents and
Motors”, "Light, Visible snd Invésible", lives of "Philipp, Reis™
and Tarsdey, end the suthoritative life of Lord ¥elvin, publiched

in 1910, but begun during the lifetime of the great savant and
partly completed with his ascistence., The work on Rele end subse-
quent writings on Gilbert and Petrus Peregrinus were prompted by
a worthy desire to rescue from neglect the names of these electriocsl
pioneers. From time to time Dr. Thompeson delighted friende with
the gift of beesutiful 1little books privately printed for presenta~
tion. Among these sre & translation of the Epistle of Petrus Pere~
grinue, which is hend illuminated; Notes on Gilbert's "De Magnete";
geveral reprinte of articles and sddresses on Gilbert, end a re-
print of Boyle's two very rsre trecte (1676-6) on electriecity snd
magnetism, Ae & member of a book club, "Sette of 0dd Volumes"”, in
which his title waes "Magnetizer of the Sette”, he contributed at
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one of the dinners when a member presents to esch fellow-member &
printed book written for the oeccosion, a little volume from the
Chiswick "ress entitled "Gilbert of Colchester,An Elizabethen
Magnotizer”.

Dr. Thompson wee grented e numbor of pstente end in earlier
yenre save considersble time to prootice se an electrical consult-
ant. He wes s linguist of rere ebility snd sble to deliver publie
gddressee in Pronch, Itelisn and Cermen. Yo was slpo & master of
gcholastic Latin gs & member of the Cilbert Club had & lerge
shere in the trensletion of “"De Magnete", which es isemed under
Rio cere hes 6180 o high renk ee @ boeutiful specimen of book-meking.
Among his other accomplishments were mueic and water-color peinting,
of whick letter work exsmples were hung st Hoyel Academy exhibitione.
He wes e colleotor of jewels and rere otones, mnd possessed &
velusble scientific 1library, lergely electriesl, comprising sbout
13,000 titles end ineluding some rare manuaerip&a. amon; these being
two fourteemth century copiee of the "“pletle of "etrus ‘eregrinus’.
4 hendpome cetslogue printed at the Chiswick Trese in 1914 glves
an snnotated 1ist of nesrly 900 rare clectricsl books conteined in
the collection.

Spaceipermits only mere mention of Dr. Thompeon'e literery
ability, which wae of sn order rarely found among sclentifie
writers; of hie lucidity of exposition which snttrscted large g
sudiences to his populer scientific lecturee st the Royal Institution,
“hysicsl Boolety und elsewhere; end of his wide influence as un
educator. It should be sdded thet in this latter cepncity he hes,
v 88 8 Senator of the Univereityj been s forceful factor in reorgesn~
of London izestiong of the efducetionnl policy of that inetitution,
T ———
Dr. Thompson was the faether of feur dsughtere, one of whom
i the wife of Thomes Edmund Harvey, member of parlisment, suthor,
formerly deputy warden of Toynbee !all snd prominent in Britieh
gocisl welfere work.



	thompson - resolution in memory prepared by aiee.pdf
	thompson - resolution in memory prepared by board of directors at annual convention
	img027
	img030

	thompson - resolution in memory prepared by weaver
	img019
	img020
	img021
	img022
	img023
	img024
	img025


